Chapter 6

THE FOREST SEED

iev turned its eyes southwards and eastwards. Novgorod
looked to the west and the north. Each failed to find in its
peculiar orientation the inspiration that might have re-
tasulted in a unified Russian state. It was left to Moscow,,
standing symbolically midway between the two? to find the secret
that had eluded its predecessors and establish Russia as a single
country instead of a confederation of states. Later, she was to relin-
quish tiie task of Russian leadership to a new and more northerly
rival, the construction of which was itself a symbol, until, in the
fullness of time, her primacy was to return amid some of the most
momentous years of all Russian history.

There was nothing in the early history of Moscow which suggested
that here was a forest seed from which a great and enduring tree
would spring. Exactly when the town was founded is not known for
certain^ but one of the earliest mentions of it occurred in 1147.
Legend assigns Lo a Grand Duke of Rostov the honour of founding
Moscow, after a mighty feast held in his country mansion where the
Kremlin now stands. That was 1156, so it seems as though legend
and fact do not here chime together.

In Moscow stood a church1 known as the Church of the Saviour in
the Wood, one of the oldest buildings in the capital. Its interest lies
not only in its antiquity but also in its name, which give the
clue to one of the secrets of Moscow's success. In the early days
Moscow lay in the midst of pinewoods and dark forests, a typical
settlement of the period when the wandering Rus were making their
way along the broad rivers of the Russian Land and winning their
birthright from the hold of the enduring trees. Moscow was rela-
tively isolated from the chief centres of Rus development, and it
could grow and gain strength with only occasional and minor inter-
ferences from the catastrophes and insurrections that beset both Kiev
and Novgorod. Yet it was far from cut off from the commercial and
cultural streams flowing along the great north-and-south river
system of the Russian plains.

1 This church was burnt to the ground during the Napoleonic invasion,
rebuilt again, and finally demolished in 1951 to make room for the erection

of the New Pakce of the Soviets.
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